February 11, 2024

>»> COMMUNITY KIDS <«

GOD CONTROLS EVERYTHING

THE BOOK OF JOB

« Mornings: Ask God to help you bless His name today,
FA even if things don't go well. Why could Job say “Blessed
MI[_y be His name” even when things were bad? How can we
remember God's goodness in times of trouble?
DISCUSSION « Evenings: Make a list of all the things you have to be
thankful for. Praise God for the blessings He has given

STARTERS to you and your family. How can we share our blessings

with others to help them know Jesus?

>>>MAIN IDEAS: BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

CHRIST CONNECTION Who is in control of

THIS IS THE BIG IDEA OF HOW THIS WEEK’S BIBLE STORY
POINTS TO JESUS:

everything?

JOB LEARNED THAT GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL,
SOVEREIGN, AND GOOD. WHEN WE FACE
SUFFERING, WE CAN HOPE IN GOD. GOD SENT everything in heaven

JESUS, THE ONLY TRULY INNOCENT ONE, TO SUFFER and on earth. Nothmg is

AND DIE SO THAT EVERYONE WHO TRUSTS IN HIM
CAN HAVE FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE.

God is in control of

outside of (jod's good plan.
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>>> CONTINUE THE STORY AT HOME

Dear Families,

In research, there is a common practice used to measure data: the pre-test and post-test. The pre-test is a baseline, assessing the
state of something prior to experimental factors being introduced. As is suggested by the name, this happens before the experiment.

The post-test is a comparison, designed to compare the outcome of the experiment to the pre-test results in order to assess change.
As the name suggests, the post-test comes after the experiment.

In the life of Job, we find a man who goes through the most traumatic experiences imaginable. Job lost his kids, his wealth, his career,
and his friends. His sheep even burned up! (It's true, read Job 1:16.) Job’s life was turned upside down. His joy was low and his sorrow
was high.

It's fascinating to look at Job’s life before and after this series of trials. Prior to Job’s losing all he had, Job is described as blameless
and upright, fearing God and turning away from evil. He had great spiritual fortitude and great material wealth.

Following his extended trial, Job repented of his wavering trust in God. Job was restored to God, and God restored his wealth to a
greater degree than before.

The pre-test and post-test of Job’s journey demonstrate a man who, in the big picture, was unshakable in his relationship
with God. Though he had high and low moments during the trial, Job was fully restored to God. Like Job, our faithfulness
does not mean that there won’t be moments of struggle or slipping, but it does mean that overall, our faith in God remains
and grows.

If you aren’t currently in the midst of a trial, know that God is strengthening your trust in Him so that when difficulty does come—and it
will—your pre-test shows a strong faith that can endure. And if you are in the midst of great challenges right now, strive to endure so
that a post-test might demonstrate that your love and trust of God has remained and even increased.

Trials are inevitable. Trust in God, who controls everything. Anticipate that trials will come, and aim for growth on the other side.

FAMILY ACTIVITIES<<<

For Fun: Plan a day of fun for your kids, but do not tell them any of the details. If they ask where you’re going or
what you’ll do, remind them to trust that you have a plan. After the day of fun, talk about how it can be frustrating
not to know what will happen next. Even in those moments, we can trust that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and
good. We can always trust His plans for us.

To Serve: Visit a nursing home or hospital to comfort the residents. Read books, play games, or think of other
tangible ways your family can bring peace and joy to the residents. Talk with your kids about how we can be a
comfort for those who are suffering because we know and trust God as the ultimate source of comfort.

UNIT MEMORY VERSE:

For | know that the [ord is
great; our Lord s greater
than all gods. The [ord does
whatever he pleases in heaven

and on earth, in the seas and
all the depths.

Psalm 135:5-6

CONTENT (C) THE GOSPEL PROJECT: 2021, LIFEWAY RESOURCES




