October 13th, 2024

»> COMMUNITY KIDS <«

GOD PROVIDED FOR HANNAH

1 SAMUEL 1-3

« Mornings: Praise God for His attributes we see in the story of
Hannah and Samuel: His love, patience, and provision. How did God
show love to Hannah? How did He provide for Hannah? How have

you seen these same attributes of God in your life?

D[SCUSSIO N « Evenings: Ask God to give you faith like Hannah's when you pray to
Him. Ask Him to help you trust in His ability to hear your prayer
STARTERS: and respond to them. Why do you think Hannah trusted God when

she prayed? Why can you trust God when you pray?

>>>MAIN IDEAS: BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

CHRIST CONNECTION
What is the fair

THIS IS THE BIG IDEA OF HOW THIS WEEK’S BIBLE
STORY POINTS TO JESUS:

HANNAH TRUSTED GOD AND SENT SAMUEL AWAY FROM payment for Sin?
HOME TO SERVE GOD WITH HIS WHOLE LIFE. GOD SENT

JESUS FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH TO BE OUR SAVIOR. The fair payment for sin
JUST AS SAMUEL USED GOD’S WORDS TO TELL PEOPLE
ABOUT GOD, JESUS—THE WORD WHO BECAME FLESH— is death.

PERFECTLY SHOWS US WHAT GOD IS LIKE.




>»> CONTINUE THE STORY AT HOME

Dear Families,

When was the last time you prayed fervently to God? What did you need? Did He answer in a way you expected?

When Hannah wanted a baby, she cried out to God with great earnestness so much that the priest Eli thought she
was drunk. Hannah had confidence that God heard her prayer. She understood that one of the evidences of the
understanding and the belief that God hears and answers prayer is persistence in prayer.

Hannah prayed with a passion and bitterness of heart that looked to God at first and fixed her gaze upon the Lord
only. She didn't even notice Eli watching her. She believed that God heard and God acted as a result of our
small prayers. She prayed with passion because she believed God heard her.

But what if our prayers seem not to be heard? Hannah is a great example for us of what C. H. Spurgeon observed
about prayer in his book lllustrations and Meditations: "Frequently the richest answers are not the speediest ... A
prayer may be all the longer on its voyage because it is bringing us a heavier freight of blessing. Delayed answers
are not only trials of faith, but they give us an opportunity of honoring God by our steadfast confidence in
Him under apparent repulses.”

Finally, Hannah's persistence in prayer showed that she understood she could not fix her situation but the all-
powerful God who hears and acts could. The next year, Hannah came with a baby in her arms. A baby she
named Samuel, which means “God heard.” Samuel’s life was a constant reminder to Hannah and all of Israel that
God lives, hears, and acts.

As you prepare to reinforce this lesson at home, remember that even prayers that seem to be delayed are
meant to strengthen our resolve to pray and to honor God with a confidence that can't be shaken. We serve
a God who hears us, and because He hears us, no prayer is too small or too big that we can't bring Him.

FAMILY ACTIVITIES <<<

For Fun: Have a diaper changing contest with the family. Use baby dolls or watermelons as the “baby” and see
who can remove and replace a diaper the fastest. Talk about Hannah'’s trust in God to answer her prayer and
her devotion to give her son back to God for His use. Ask kids to think about why Hannah trusted God so much
and how we can grow in our trust of Him.

To Serve: Deliver a meal, gift, or offer babysitting for a young mom in your church. Talk with kids about
Hannah'’s prayer and how God provided a son for her. Explain to kids how God used Samuel, Hannah'’s son, to
anoint David as God'’s chosen king over Israel and ancestor of Jesus—the King of kings.

UNIT MEMORY VERSE:

For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our [ord.

Romans B:23
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