
Mornings: Ask God for His wisdom and strength to confess sin
quickly. How can confessing our sin and seeking God’s help
break the cycle of sin? What do you believe is God’s reaction
when His people repent?

Evenings: Thank God for always hearing our prayers and
responding according to His will. How did God respond to the
cries of the Israelites? What does this teach us about His
patience and love for His people—even when they disobey?

COMMUNITY KIDS

THIS IS THE BIG IDEA OF HOW THIS WEEK’S BIBLE
 STORY POINTS TO JESUS:

THE JUDGES SAVED THE PEOPLE FROM THE
CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR SIN, BUT NOT THE CAUSE

OF IT. GOD’S PLAN WAS TO ONE DAY SEND A TRUE
DELIVERER—JESUS, HIS OWN SON—TO BE THE KING

OF HIS PEOPLE. JESUS SAVES PEOPLE FROM SIN
FOREVER.

THE PEOPLE KEPT SINNINGTHE PEOPLE KEPT SINNING
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FAMILY 
DISCUSSION
STARTERS:

What is the fair
payment for sin?

The fair payment for sin
 is death.
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Dear Families,

In the Book of Judges, we see a cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, rescue, obedience, and then back to sin. The
condition of man's heart when left to himself will "do what is right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25). Our own hearts
lead us to sinful behavior that leads to enslavement to sin. Judges reveals who we are apart from God's grace.

The Book of Judges also uncovers what God is like. God is rich in love and quick to restore those who turn to
Him. He is gracious; every time the people of Israel repented and turned from their sins, He sent deliverance. He
restored Israel from the edge of destruction. God also revealed Himself as able to save no matter how difficult or
deep the captivity. In fact, we see God's mercy clearly when He sent the judge Samson when the people didn't
even ask for deliverance. In these warrior-deliver stories, God showed that what His people really needed was a
king— not just any king but a perfect king who would rule His people with perfect justice and mercy. 

It is easy for us as modern readers to judge the people of Israel harshly. How could they turn away from a God who
delivered them from their enemies over and over again? But how easy is it for us to be tempted away from love
for God and love created things more than the Creator? 

What gives us hope and comfort is that in a world where it feels like there is chaos all around us, we know that God
in His mercy is a God who rescues. He didn't send a flawed warrior to deliver us from the effects of our sin
temporarily. God sent His only Son to defeat sin and death and restore the relationship that sinners could
never fix on their own. 

Today as you prepare to review the story, rest in the knowledge that God has gone before you. Prepare your
heart to point kids to Jesus over and over as the true Deliverer and the true peace for which their hearts
desperately long.

CONTINUE THE STORY AT HOME

For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of

God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
For Fun: Play a game of follow-the-leader. Direct the leader to walk in a funny way, sing a song, or dance while others
follow his motions. Assign one family member to shout “Repent!” at any point during the game, at which point the entire
family must turn and begin marching in the opposite direction. The person at the opposite end of the line is now the leader.
After playing, discuss what repentance means (Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus). Talk with kids
about God’s desire for people—including your family—to turn away from sin and follow Jesus.

To Serve: Work as a family to pick up trash and litter in a nearby park or along a neighborhood road. Talk with kids about
how this area will likely be littered again and will need another cleanup in time. Remind kids that the judges could only bring
temporary relief from the consequences of sin, but Jesus has completely defeated sin. Through Him, we can have
forgiveness and total deliverance.

UNIT MEMORY VERSE:


